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Mission Statement of the Austrian Society of Vaccin ology: 

“Vaccines” 
 

The Austrian Society of Vaccinology (OegVak) got informed about a recent EU 
parliamentary question asked by a member of the European Parliament regarding 
vaccine safety and compulsory vaccination in Europe. 
While compulsory vaccination remains a controversial topic, we are deeply 
concerned about questioning the safety of vaccines. In accordance with other 
European Research Societies we are certain that such public enquiries may raise 
unnecessary uncertainty and scepticisms against vaccines, one of the most effective 
measures of modern medicine. 
The history of vaccines is an outstanding story of success in defeating severe 
infectious diseases and annually saving millions of human lives. The effectiveness of 
vaccines is scientifically profoundly documented by changes of incidence and death 
rates of vaccine preventable diseases. 
The paradox situation of vaccine hesitancy in recent times is a consequence of the 
successful reduction of vaccine preventable diseases leading to a waning 
consciousness of the severity of such infections and increased fear of vaccine side 
effects. 
This scepticism and fear however lack any scientific basis since regulatory 
requirements for licensure of vaccines continuously have been updated and refined 
within the last decades and are among the strictest in drug licensing.  Before a new 
vaccine is approved and marketed in the EU, a rigorous regulatory procedure that 
assesses quality, efficacy and safety must be followed. All data collected during 
product development and extensive clinical trials are evaluated. Compliance with 
good practice in the areas of manufacturing and clinical or laboratory testing is also 
verified by regulatory agencies prior to approval of a marketing authorisation. This is 
particularly important since vaccines are applied to healthy individuals with the only 
goal of keeping them healthy and preventing disease. 
In addition, after launching and introduction into the market, all vaccines are 
continuously monitored for adverse events following immunisation. In case of 
suspected adverse events a control process is initiated eventually leading to 
withdrawal of the vaccine. 
In the current situation in the year 2017, facing far more than 10.000 measles cases 
and 35 measles deaths in the EU it is irresponsible to question the safety and 
importance of vaccines, ignoring abundant scientific evidence and thereby fuelling 
feelings of vaccine hesitancy and scepticism.  
It needs all our efforts and responsibility to spread evidence based information about 
the efficacy of vaccine, the safety of currently available vaccines and the need of high 
vaccination coverage to continuously protect the population against vaccine 
preventable diseases.       
 


